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Gymea Baptist Church
LEGACY REPORT – APRIL 2026

This legacy report reflects the faithful support of Gymea Baptist Church through the SRAP/HOPE project. In addition to this generous partnership, individuals from Gymea Baptist Church have responded financially to crises around the world and upheld our Local Christian Partners with prayer. These invaluable contributions have had live-changing impact on communities throughout the Middle East and the world. Thank you for this incredible legacy – each child and family represented by a number below represents a God-made human who is better able to access the fullness of life that God intended for them. 
Using reporting since 2018, we can see the number of students and families that have been able to engage in the HOPE project directly as a result of Gymea’s funding i.e. this is calculated based solely on Gymea’s contributions to the projects. Please note this is calculated across financial years, and there will be some duplication across years e.g. a student might be across the same indicator for multiple years as they go up in grades at school. Unfortunately we can’t calculate the unique number of participants. In addition, not all activities have been undertaken in all years since 2018 e.g. summer recreational activities have only been run since 2020. In addition, it should be noted that in many of the years (2020, 2021, 2024, 2026) the partners have experienced extreme disruption to their ways of working, making these results even more exceptional.
Since 2018, Gymea’s funding has supported:
· 1,578 students that would have otherwise been uneducated have been able to take part in informal education this giving them access to life-changing skills.
· Since 2020, 1,502 children took part in summer recreational activities. Not only does this provide a fun, social space for children, it also keeps them safe from child labour and other protection risks that may occur during these periods.
· 717 students from the formal education system were provided with homework support. Homework support provides a protective barrier for students who can engage in formal schooling but are at significant risk of dropping out due to challenges such as anti-Syrian rhetoric, limited language skills, or teacher/school strikes.
· Between 2020 and 2024, 111 parents supported in positive parenting classes. Parenting classes acknowledge that children don’t exist isolated from their home environments, and many of these families carry extreme trauma that needs to be addressed in safe, professional and respectful ways. Each parent represents a family that now has a reduced risk of child abuse, child labour, and early marriage, 
· 688 families were provided with social assistance. It is challenging to engage in any sort of education without basic needs at home being met. This social assistance involves working with a social worker to identify and provide each family’s specific requirements to the extent possible based on the funding availability.
· Between 2021 and 2023, 641 students took part in protection activities that include their awareness of their own rights. This provides children with a voice to speak out and protect both themselves and others in the unsafe contexts that often surround them while living in informal settlements.
· 2,023 individual and group psychosocial support sessions were undertaken, allowing children to process their challenging backgrounds in a safe and professional environment. 
Our partners in Lebanon continually express how appreciative they are of the support of Australian churches such as Gymea who continue to stand with them in challenging times. Thank you Gymea Baptist Church.
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